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Access to Early Care and Education

Result:  Increase and retain the number of slots and jobs in licensed family child care and child 

care center programs in the seven-county metro area to meet the needs of families while fully 

optimizing all �nancial assistance funds Think Small administers in Hennepin and Ramsey counties.

Target:
	� Controlling/managing/
reallocating administrative 
costs of Early Learning 
Scholarships to optimize 
available funding for children 
and families.

	� Educating eligible families 
on the most e�cient use of 
funding supports to cover the 
costs of quality early care 
and education.

	� Identify other funding 
streams to braid with 
Minnesota’s Early Learning 
Scholarship funds, with a 
focus on supporting creation 
of Great Start Early Learning 
Scholarships.

	� Develop and implement 
strategies to ensure families 
have a variety of child care 
options that meet their needs.

	� Develop and implement 
strategies to support a 
diverse and quali�ed 
workforce.

	� Increase outreach and 
engagement activities in 
BIPoC and linguistically 
diverse communities.

Performance Measure:
H OW  M U C H

	� Ensure 97% of Early Learning 
Scholarship dollars are spent 
each biennium in Hennepin 
and Ramsey counties.

	� At least 75% of all children 
awarded anEarly Learning 
Scholarshipin Hennepin and 
Ramsey counties will come 
from a priority category.

	� No waitlist for children on 
the Child Care Assistance 
Program or Early Learning 
Scholarship waitlist in 
Hennepin and Ramsey 
counties.

	� Add 230 child care center 
jobs to the child care 
workforce in the seven-county 
metro each year.

	� Add 100 licensed family 
child care to the child care 
workforce in the seven-county 
metro each year.

	� Add 1,620 child care center 
slots in the seven-county 
metro each year.

	� Add 1,080 licensed family 
child care slots in the seven-
county metro each year.

	� Achieve 28,000 parent 
engagement connections 
speci�c to access to early 
care and education.

	� Ensuring 75% of outreach 
e�orts support BIPOC 
families in Hennepin and 
Ramsey counties.

H OW  W E L L

	� Regularly assess 
opportunities to support 
families with spending their 
Early Learning Scholarship 
dollars and maintaining 
enrollment at a quality early 
care and education program.

	� Ensure our e�orts are focused 
on children and families 

with the largest opportunity 
gaps, with a particular focus 
on BIPoC and linguistically 
diverse communities.

	� Regularly monitor and 
analyze program closures 
and openings and leverage 
policy e�orts to ensure all 
children have access to 
quality child care.

D I F F E R E N C E  M A D E

	� An increased number and 
percent of income eligible 
children (85% of State Median 
Income (SMI) or below) in 
seven-county metro area 
will enter kindergarten with 
at least one year of quality 
early care and education 
programming.

	� Parents and caregivers have 
the information and resources 
to prepare their children for 
kindergarten and life.
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